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Instrumentation

Bassoon solo

Flute (dbl. Piccolo)

Piano

Percussion

   2 wood blocks

   2 bongos (high, low)

   3 tom drums (high 8", medium 10", low 16")

   2 bass drums (one with foot pedal)

   2 sets of deer rattles or African gourds with beads

   maraca, woven bottle shaker or caxixi, small seed pod rattle, goat nail rattle

   Crotales (1 upper octave)

   Marimba

Program Notes

Kuta Muela (Old Stick) is based on a Yaqui Native American tune of the same name.  The form of the original tune 

inspired the overall form of the work, which is as follows: seven drum beats, followed by a section performed by drums, 

rattles and an extended flute tune based on three notes (F-sharp, G-sharp, A-sharp), ending with a short stanza of singing 

“Kuta Muela” based on B-flat.  What is so attractive is the beautiful and stunning transition—the flute ceases while the 

drums and rattles carry on to reveal clear singing in the background. 

My work is also in three main sections: an introduction, a series of variations ending in a bassoon cadenza, followed by a 

third extended section.  The first two sections is a projection and amplification the opening 7-note drum beats heard 

in the original tune.  The last main section presents, most directly, the second and third sections of the original, 

directly and intact.Several elements help to unify the work:  the number 7, prime numbers in general, and a 7-note set 

that is a combination of the 3-note flute solo plus the 5-note pentachord heard in the singing section.  All pitch classes 

come from this prime set, transformed and altered by combining transpositions with the complement of the original.

Kuta Muela was commissioned by Jeff Lyman with a grant from Arizona State University, where he premiered it on 

October 20, 2001.  Several earlier versions included an electronic part and two different instrumentations, as well as 

an accompanying video, Huya Ania (The Wilderness World), which was produced by Sheilah Britton. This final 

version stands alone as a concert piece.

Duration: 13 minutes
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Œ
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Œ
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œ

.

>

j

‰ Œ

œ œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
≈

œ

R

œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
≈

œ

R

œ

œ

œ

œ œ œ œ

œ

œ

œ

Œ Œ

œ
œ

œ

.

#

J
‰ Œ Œ

œ

œ

œ

.

#

#

J

‰ Œ Œ

œ

œ

œ

.

#

#

J

‰

œ

>

b

r

≈ ‰ Œ Œ

Œ Œ

œ

œ
œ

.

b

j

‰ Œ Œ

œ

œ
œ

.

#

j

‰ Œ Œ

œ
œ

œ

.

#

j

‰ ≈

œ#

œ#

œ

œ
.

œ
œ

œ

.

>

b
b

Œ
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œ
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œ

œ
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œ
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Hushed and always in the background.
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.

í.
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.

œ
œ

œ.
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œ
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.
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˙

˙
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-
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œ
œ

Œ
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J
œ

œ

J
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œ
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œ
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˙

˙

˙

˙
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.
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˙
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.

.
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w
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˙

˙
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#
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.

.

˙
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#
.

.

w

w

w œ

j

‰ Œ Ó

œ

.

b

œ

.

œ

.

b

œ

.
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œ

œ

œ

œ
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œ
œ
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œ
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4
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∑ ∑ ∑
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mp mf
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.
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.
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.
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.

&

∑

p

?

&
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?

&
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.
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∑ ∑
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?

∑ ∑ ∑

°

&

?

mp
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#
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œ
œ
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#
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œ
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œ
œ#

Ó ‰

œ
œ
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#

œ
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#

œ

.
œ
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œ
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#
œ
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#

œ
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J
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‰

œ

œ
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˙

#

#

œ
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‰ Œ Ó Ó
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œ
œ
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œ
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œ
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œ

Œ

œ
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Œ

œ œ
œ œ

Œ ‰ æ
œ

j
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M

= 80

= 80
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&

f

dim.

p

U

?

p

&

f

dim.

?

p

U

&

mf
dim.

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

?

p

pp

U

&

mf

f

mp

U

p

?

‘“

÷

Tom drum

Bongos

Piu Mosso

p

2 wood blocks

&

∑

Piu Mosso

p legato, dreamy

?

∑

° °

w ˙

Œ
œb œ
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.

˙
.

œ w w œ œ

j

‰Ó

œ

J

‰ Œ Ó Ó Œ

œ œ

˙

‰

œ

J

˙
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œ w w ˙ œ
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‰Œ
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w
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œ

æææ
œ
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˙
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Œ
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œ
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œ
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w
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w
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-

b

b
b œ
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.
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˙

˙
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.

.

Œ

Œ

˙
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-

œ
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-
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˙

˙

œ

œ
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œ
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-

b
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.

˙

˙

˙
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˙

˙

˙

-

b

b œ

œ

˙

˙

-

œ

œ
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j
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J
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œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ
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æ

œ

Ó

œ œ

Œ

œ œ

≈

œ œ œ œ

≈

œ œ

≈

œ œ

≈
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3

8

3

8

3

8

4

4

4

4

4

4

5

8

5

8

5

8

5

8

2

4

2

4

2

4

2

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

÷ ∑

2 bongos

(fingers)

&

?

°

&

°

÷

tom drums

&
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?

?

∑ ∑
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÷ ∑
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?
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œ

J

≈

œ
.

J

œ

œ
.

.
œ

‰

œ

œ

J

Œ

œ

>

œ œ œ œ œ
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œ
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‰
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ œ
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œ
≈ ≈ ‰ ‰

œ

œ#

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ# œ

œ

# œ

œ

‰ ≈

œ

œ

>

#

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

>

#

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

>

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

>

œ

œ

=

40



°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

273

N

N

Fl.

Bsn

Perc.

Pno

275

Fl.

Bsn

Perc.

Pno

&

∑

f

?

cresc.

÷

p

rattles

Percussion: if too loud, shake the rattles as 8th notes rather than 16ths

*

as at the beginning

subito p

`

&

f mf

ÿ◊

&

°

”“

&

?

f

÷

]

&

◊< >

&

“< >

œb
œb

œ

œb

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ œ

œ
œ

œ œ
.

œ
.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

‰

Œ
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æ

œ
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Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ

‰

œ

>
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>
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œ œ œ œ
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.
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œ œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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&

?

÷

&

◊< >
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“< >

&

?

÷
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&
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&
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ œ

œ
œ

œb
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œ
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œ œ

œ
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÷
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&
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&
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÷
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>

b œ
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œ œ
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