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Non usitata nec tenui ferar

penna biformis per liquidum aethera

vates neque in terris morabor

longius invidiaque maior

urbis relinquam. Non ego, pauperum

sanguis parentum, non ego quem covas,

dilecte Maecenas, obibo

nec Stygia cohibebor unda.

Iam iam residunt cruribus asperae

pelles et album mutor in alitem

superne nascunturque leves

per digitos umerosque plumae.

Iam Daedaleo notior Icaro

visam gementis litora Bosphori

Syrtisque Gaetulas canorus

ales Hyperboreosque campos.

Me Colcus et qui dissimulat metum

Marsae cohortis Dacus et ultimi

noscent Geloni, me peritus

discet Hiber Rhodanusque potor.

Absint inani funere neniae

luctusque turpes et querimoniae;

conpesce clamorem ac sepulcri

mitte supervacuos honores.

A bard, I shall travel two-formed

in the clear aether upon no common

or feeble wings, nor linger

on earth, nor (bigger than envy)

desert the City, I, whose blood is

of indigent stock, I, whom you invite,

beloved Maecenas, shall never perish

nor be confined by the waves of Styx.

Already dry skin becomes the norm

on my shins, on top I transmogrify

to a white swan, soft down begins

to appear on my fingers and shoulders.

Soon, a melodious bird, more known

than Icarus son of Daedalus, I shall view

the Hyperborean prairies, the Syrtes,

the Bosphorus' sighing seashore.

Colchians, Dacians (dissimulating fear

of our Marsian cohorts) and remote Geloni

shall come to study me, by glossing me

Spaniards and drinkers of Rhone grow wise.

Omit from my delusive funeral rites

the dirge and ugly grief and lamentations;

restrain all outcry, forgo

the bootless tribute of a tomb.
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